To keipevo Tou Sir Winston Churchill tTrou avag@épel o lwdvvng Meta&dg otig 30
OKT 1940 1p0og TOUC I010KTATAC KAl AP XICUVTAKTAC TOU ABNnvaikou TUTTou £Ig
1O 'EVIKOV ZTpaTnveEiov (Eevodoyxeiov "MeydAn Bperavvia) .

Mr. Churchill to the President of the Greek Council, General Metaxas:

Italy has found threats and intimidation of no avail against you calm courage. She has
therefore resorted to unprovoked aggression against your country, seeking justification for
a wanton attack in baseless accusations.

The way in which the Greek people, under you trusted leadership, have face the dangers
and provocations of recent months has gained for Greece the admiration of the British
people; the same qualities will uphold them in their present hour of trial.

We will give you all the help in our power.

We fight a common foe and we will share a united victory.

To amréoTracua:
«Avakoivwoig Tou MNMpwButroupyou I. MeTagd
TTPOG TOUG ISIOKTATAG KAl ApXICUVTAKTAG TOUu ABnvaikou Tutrou
€16 1o Mevikdv ZTpatnyeiov (evodoxeiov "MeydAn Bperavvia)
€16 Tag 30 OkTwRpiou 1940»

Kupiol,

‘Exw Aoyokpigiav Kai NUTTOPW va 0aG UTTOXPEWOW va YPAPETE JOvov O,TI BEAW. AUuTAV TNV wpav
OMWG dev BEAW POVOV TV TTEVVA 0aG. OEAW Kal TRV YuxAv oag. IMN' autd oag ekGAeca onuepa yia
VQ 00G MIAAOW PE XapTIA avoixTd. @a oag eImTw Ta TTAvTa. ©a oag EITTW AKOUN Kal Ta JEYAAQ JOU
TTONITIKA HUOTIKA. OEAW va EEPETE KAl OEIG OAA TA OXETIKA PE TNV EBVIKNV POG TTEPITTETEIN WOTE VA
YPAPETE, OXI CUPMOPPOUNEVOI TTPOG TAG 00NYIag Jou, AAAG EUTTVEOUEVOI EIC TNV TTPOCWTTIKI OAG

TOTIV ATTO TV YVWOIV TWV TTPAYHATWV....

....0Q& AW akoun va oag Imw KATI. —€pw PE BERaIGTNTA OTI ATTO TNV POREPAV AUTHV OOKIPATIaV N
EANGG Ba uttoQEPN. =€pw OPWG €TTIONG PE BERAIGTNTA OTI TEAIKWG Ba £CEABN OxI pdvov €vdoEgog
aAAG Kal peyaAuTepn. Oa TTpooéEaTe To TNAEYPAPNUA Tou K. TOWPTOIA TO OTToioV €dNPOCIEUON
ONMEPOV EIG TG EPNUEPIdAG, avakoIvwBEV atrd Tou YTToupyeiou ECWTEPIKWY . AOITTOV ETTEIBUPW Va
0QG TOViIoW TOUTO: €KEIVOI O1 OTTOIOI £IG TO TNAEYPAPNUA auTO dev BAETTOUV YPATITHV TNV
empBeRaiwoiv aypdgou ocupwviag dla Ta Awdekavnaoa, dev ¢Epouv va diaBadouv PEoa atro TIG
ypauuéG. Kal kat dAho. Ta Awdekavnoa Tpodikalouy...[1] [2]

[1] Avakoivwaolig Tou MpwButtoupyou |. MeTagd
https://www.ioannismetaxas.gr/Anakoinosis%20Il.Metaxa%20pros%20Idioktitas%20Athinaikou%?2

OTupou.pdf
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https://www.ioannismetaxas.gr/Anakoinosis%20I.Metaxa%20pros%20Idioktitas%20Athinaikou%20Tupou.pdf
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The War Hllustraled

November Sth, 1940

The Bully of Rome Strikes At Little Greece

On the 18th anniversary of Mussolini’s so-called march on Rome, Fascist Italy delivered

an altogether unprovoked attack on Greece.

So the war eéame to the Balkans—in part,

at least, because the Axis Powers had been unable to bring the Battle of Eritain to a
successful conclusion—and the left arm of the pincers (see page 422) is extended to

T 3am. on October 28 the Italian
Minister in Athens, Signor Grazzi,
handed to General Metaxas, the

Dictator-Premier of - Greece, an ultimatum
in which the Italian Government accused the
Greek Government of having allowed its
territorial waters and its coasts and ports to
be used by the British Fleet during war
operations, of having favoured the supplies
to the °‘ alien British forces,”” and having
allowed the British Secret Service to organize
a service of military information in the Greek
Archipelago. It also referred to the °° ter-
rorist policy *’ that had been adopted towards
the population of Ciamuria (the region in
northern Greece which was annexed from
Albania in 1913) and of the continued
attempts to create disorder in the Albanian
frontier zone. ‘° All .these provocations
cannot possibly be tolerated any longer by
Italy. Hence the Italian Government has
reached the decision to require the Greek
Government as a guarantee of its neutrality
and of Italian, security to allow the Italian
forces to occupy for sthe duration of the
present conflict with Great Britain certain
strategic points on Greek territory.”> The
Greek Government was further asked not
to oppose this occupation, but if the Italian
troops did encounter resistance, then this,
" it was stated, would be met by force of arms.
. General Metaxas was swift with his reply.
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This contour map of Greece, Albapia, Bulgaria, and Turkey suggests the m.
the country in which the fighting must take place.

keep pace with the right in Egypt.

He asked “ What points ? >* and when Grazzi
said he did not know, the Greek Premier
rejoined that he regarded the ultimatum as
a declaration of war by Italy against Greece.
The Italian Minister rejoined with a state-
ment that the Italian troops would begin to
march at 6 o’clock.

In fact, the Italian militéry forces began

their invasion of Greece at about that time,
when the frontier from Albania was crossed
in several places. The army of invasion was
drawn from Italy’s army of 200,000 men in
Albania, and the main thrusts were aimed
castwards across the mountains towards
Florina and south in the direction of Janina.
The Greeks fought desperately in the
mountain passes to bar their passage, and
at one point they actually invaded Albania.
At the same time TItalian troops were
reported to have landed on some of the
Greek islands in the Aegean Sea, and their
warplanes bombed the harbour of Athens,
the Corinth Canal, and other military
objectives. .
Soon after King George of Greece and
General Metaxas had signed orders for a
general mobilization, ~they issued messages
to the Greek people. ‘‘ At this great
moment,”” said King George, ‘I am sure
that every Greek man and woman will do
their duty to the end and will show themselves
worthy of the glorious history of Greece,’’
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Italy is anxious to obtain bases from which

naval operations against the British Navy could be conducted.in the Eastern Mediterranean, and
in particular her desire is to occupy Corfu and some of the islands between Greece and Crete
and off the coast of Turkey. -

Courtesy of the *“ Evening Standard’ o
/]

The War lllustrated 8 Nov. 1940

King George of the Hellenes is here seen with

General Metaxas, President of the Greek
Council. The King's grandfather was a
brother of our Queen Alexandra.

Photo, Wide World

while General Metaxas urged the nation to
stand up and fight for Fatherland, wives and
children, and sacred traditions—to show
‘“ whether we are truly worthy of our
ancestors and of the freedom weon for us

™ -
King George VI to King George of Greece :

A message sent on October 28.

In this hour of Greece’s need | wish to say to
the heroic Greek nation and to my cousin
George, King of the Hellenes, this :

We are with you in this struggle ; your cause
is our cause ; we shall be fighting against a
common foe.

There are doubtless hard trials to be berne,
but we shail both meet them in the firm faith
that uitimate victory is assured by the ever-
increasing strength of the free peoples.

We may hope, indeed, that we are already
near the turn of the tide, when the power of
the aggressor will begin to ebb and our own
growing might to prevail.

Long live Greece and her [ecaders ; long liva

the King of the Hellenes.
Mr. Churchill fo the President of the Greek
Council, General Metaxas :

ftaly has found threats and intimidation of no
avail against -your calm courage. She has
therefore resorted to unprovoked aggression
against your coutrny, seeking justification for a
wanton attack in baseless accusations.

The way in which the Greek people, under
your trusted leadership, have faced the dangers
and provocdtions of recent months has gained
for Greece the admiration of the British people ;
the same qualities will uphold them in their
present hour of trial.

We will give you all the help in our power.

We fight a common foe and we will share a
united victory. =

by our forefathers.’” He concluded with the

. words used by the Greeks on the eve of the °

battle of Salamis in B.c. 480 : ** Now above
all the battle.”” ;
Early in the day the Greek Government
sent an appeal to Britain to honour the
guarantee given on April 13, 1939. Speaking

TWI-40-11-08 https://www.ioannismetaxas.gr/the%20war%20illustrated%208%20nov%201940.pdf
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[2] TnAeypdenua Tou K. TowpTalA (Apxeio IM FTAK — ®ak. 66)
https://www.ioannismetaxas.gr/images/0019.ipg

KadnpepLuf_8.727/29-10-1940_ 003

Ao vd T voy (Adis) 16Pd0TEp dvanoivol btuh Bpewtavind SiaBe-
Balwols mapoxfis Bondclas els wiv ‘EAAESa nep@éxérat els TnAeypdonua
drnootarév &n pépovs TOU Hpmevnoup§oi e TolpsolA npbs Tév Tpwdu-
novpybv ffs ‘EAAGSOS ne Metafdv, T0U brofov 16 ueluevov Exet és
tere s ' ' '

"B 'Itarla eOpev tds aneirds tns éngoBiopol dvvuwgerels Evav-
"ty 10U Hpéudv 94ppovs ooy Katépuyev Emopévws els anpburntov
Enloeowv &vavilov 1fic Tatpldos oas, &veintoVoa els dotnplx-
tous natnyopfas Simaioroylav tfis aloxpds tns &€nidéocuws.
'0 tpbnos wé t6v brotov & ‘BAAnviwbs Aabs , Oné Thv &Edav
tunvotocbvng fHyeslav cas, “avTspetdnioe 1005 uivébvous nal |
vds npowifioeis  Thiv TeAcutaluy pnvily naténinoe vy Savuaopby
70U Bpettavino¥ Aqo¥ Sid thv ‘EAAESa. Al abtal dpetal 94
¢vioyfgovy by ‘BaAnvindy Aabv xal xatd” v napoloav oriypfhy
tfis Souilpaclas &

84 oa% napdoyouev OAnv Thv Sduvathv Bofbetav paybucvos Evav-

tloy noivoU &yspo¥ wal 9§ potLpacd®Bpev Thv
xotLvhAv NCunve O0fatwv TclipToLAe

7 71 .“: :
s
4 '\t" R W 4
——— e e e e e e e o Y . P BoN
{ AV N,
4 A » 4

-
Q18
W



https://www.ioannismetaxas.gr/images/0019.jpg
https://www.ioannismetaxas.gr/images/0019.jpg

